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of hostilities having broken out, Your Majesty wishes to
keep up direct communications with me, that also could be
provided for, and regulated in the agreement.

It only remains for me to end by begging Your Majesty
to believe that, in spite of my pain at the turn you have
given to your policy, with its lamentable results upon our
lives and those of our peoples, my private feelings towards
you remain unaffected by these events, and that, if fortune
once more favours my arms, you will find me as I was at
Tilsit and Erfurt, full of friendliness and esteem for your
good and great qualities, and anxious only to prove it.

[CORRESP., xxiv, 18878. Napoleon had crossed the Niemen on June
24, and entered Vilna on the z8th. Here he met General Balashov,
the Tsar's aide-de-camp, who had heen sent to discover his intentions,
and to say that Alexander would not parley so long as French troops
were on Russian soil. This letter was Napoleon's reply. The 'Caudine
Forks': Furculae Caudinae, a narrow pass on the road from Capua to
Beneventum, where a Roman army surrendered to the Samnites in
321 B.C.]
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TO JEROME NAPOLEON

VILNA, July 14, 1812.

THE messenger you sent from Grodno yesterday at 4 p.m.
has arrived. I was looking forward to his coming with
pleasurable anticipation, thinking you would have sent the
Major-General news of Bagration's army, of the direction
taken by Poniatowski in his pursuit, and of movements in
Volhynia, Imagine my astonishment on hearing that he
had received nothing but a complaint about a general! I can
only express my displeasure at the scanty information you
send me. I know neither the number of Bagration's divi-
sions, nor their names, nor the position he occupied, nor
the particulars of your captures at Grodno, nor what you
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